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are meant only to mark time. Why not, I ask them, make a
clean breast and announce your policy and let us make our
choice? But it does not seem to be in the English political nature
to do so. It must go by round about and tortuous ways!

Young India,  19-11-1931

183.    ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

LONDON,
November ff9 1931

Q,.    Why refuse special representation  to the Depressed Glasses if you are
agreeable to surrender to the Muslims and Sikhs?

A I would gladly resist Muslims and Sikhs also, but special
representation for Muslims has been my [stand] since 1916. As
a practical man, I realize it is impracticable to escape the legacy
of the Lucknow Pact1, but, as a sincere well wisher of the Depres-
sed Glasses as well of the Nation, I should be failing in my duty
if I agreed to special representation to smaller minorities. My
offer to Muslims and Sikhs stands, but I certainly expect Muslims
and Sikhs to agree to state that they are unable to escape seeking
special protection, but that they feel any extension of special
protection is undesirable. This is especially so since adult suffrage,
for which I stand, ensures the fullest opportunity to all sections
who serve the community to enter legislatures.

Q, Since the need for swaraj is imperative, why not surrender to the
Depressed Classes also?

A. Because that is not swaraj. I consider it fundamental.
I am devoted to untouchables, but do not agree to the vivisection
of the community. I am not afraid of the failure of the Confer-
ence. As I feel it will fail, let us return to the country and seek
other ways for swaraj.

The Hindustan Times, 9-11-1931

1 Between the Indian National Congress and   the Muslim League, con-
ceding separate electorates for Muslims
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